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" Was Christ the son of God ? Was He not merely
a human being ? Why must we believe in His resur-
rections and His miracles ? Why must we choose Christ
instead of Buddha or Confucius ? "

cc Does not Christianity conflict with the welfare of a
country ? Can a man serve the Kingdom of God and
his country at the same time ? How should Christianity
treat the worship of ancestors ? "

" Is Christianity compatible with, the best interests
of the State, of the realization of Japan's matchless
destiny and of her peculiar character ? Will it. not
bring the disintegrating and disturbing elements of
individualism and modern socialism into the present
efficient and close-knit imperial nationalism ? In a
word, is not your broad humanitarian Christianity in
conflict with true Japanese patriotism and nationalism,
and if it is, how can you expect us to receive it ? "

How would the reader answer these questions ? Do
not the above questions illustrate the words of Count
Okuma, the Japanese Premier, regarding the present
transition in Japanese thought, as quoted by Com-
mission IV. of the Edinburgh Conference: " Japan at
present may be likened to a sea into which a hundred
currents of Oriental and Occidental thought have
poured, and, not yet having effected a fusion, are raging
wildly, tossing, warring, roaring/'